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Enable... 

H-FACTOR evaluation sequence, 
challenge level i0 

Participating personnel: CYCLOPS, 
MARVEL GIRL, BEAST, ICEMAN, 
ARCHANGEL... 


FIGURE 
ON GIVING USA 
RUN FOR OUR 


ONE OF YOUR 
MORE ENDEARING 
C\ Qualities, 
pie you KNOW? 


UNDETERMINEP AT THIS 
CAN THE YOUR CONCERN IS DEEPLY APPREC/ JUNCTURE. I AM INITIAT- 


SNAGEY SATTER, ATED, CYCLOPS, BUT QUITE LINNEC 4 ING A ICTAL SYSTEMS 


ESSARY. = 
NG SBVIOUS DATA F DIAGNOSTIC REVIEW. 


EVERYTHINGS LOSS ON ANY OF 
BAc! THE ACTIVE 
DISPLAYS. 


THAT, HANK, WHEN 
I KNOW FOR 
SURE. 


KEEP ME 
POSTED, SHIP, 
WOULD YOU 
PLEASE? 


THERE'S AN . ous j 
EMERGENCY PACK : : A>Access denied 


ON THE WALL TO YOUR f f 
IMMEDIATE RIGHT. WE i f f>Access denied 

HAVE TO DETERMINE Val f>Access denied 

ALISED POWER Uff | xxxQuerride code accepted*** 
FAILURE, OR SOME- = j f>Loading observational sub- 
THING THAT AFFECTS ; e 
THE ENTIRE SHIP! . t | = cCoutTiNne 

a Dina i ADAUN 
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WE'VE NO IDEA WHERE LILA CHENEY V/ WE COULD GO AFTER THEM IN THE SITUATION HERE AT HOME 
TELEPORTED THE X-MEN,* OR WHEN SHIP, BUT GIVEN RECENT EVENTS, IS TOOGRIM. IT'S UP TO US TO 
SHE'LL EVER BRING THEM BACK. HER I DON'T THINK THAT'S A VIABLE LOOK AFTER THINGS UNTIL THE FE Nob Al | |‘ PA AT { H 
MAN, GUIDO, SAID IT WAS TO RESCUE OPTION. —<\ X-MEN RETURN. /F THE X-MEN 

PROFESSOR X. |F SO, I WISH THEM RETURN. 


Gy BUT TODO THAT, AND COME >= 
OUT OF IT WHOLE, WE HAVE To 
» BE AT OUR ABSOLUTE BEST. 


> 


AS Pi”, A 
4 INDIVIDUALS \\,\ i ~ se 
& \ ; WS = 
N > ~ 
i \ 
\ 


MY DEAR ROBERT, 
ZC] CONS'DER THIS BUT 
ANOTHER SNAP-HAPPY 
SESSION IN OUR 
BELOVED DANGER 
ROOM, ONLY SHIP- 


YOUR CUE, 
SHIP! TAKE 
YOuR BEST 

SHOT! 


ww iTS REALLY 
NO LESS THAN WE 
CAN EXPECT FROM 
LEGITIMATE 


INDEED, * 
MUTANT, LET US 


, EXPERIENCE 
GET DOWN TO 20 PRECISELY CyYCLOPS 1S’ 
aaa X- FACTORS 


LEADER. 


HIS PRIMARY ABILITY 
IS THE PROJECTION OF 
OPTIC FORCE 


7S, 
WHICH FIRE WHENEVER 


A LITTLE MERCY, We ‘EZR HE OPENS HIS EYES. THEY 
SHIP! WHAT'RE You, § . ANY. \ * >: ay g 

ns SEE THE EN NES OF “ NNOT OTHERWISE BE 
PLAYING FOR KEEPS! \ ee aN CONTROLLED OR INHIBITED, 


SAVE BY SPECIAL GLASS- 
JIM LEE B WHILCE PORTACIO PLOT = CHRIS CLAREMONT SCRIPT — WHILCE PORTACIO PENCILER ee la ees 
ART THIBERT INKER MICHAEL HEIGLER LETTERER STEVE BUCCELLATO COLORIST QUARTZ. 


BOB HARRAS ECITOR TOM DEFALCO EDITOR IN CHIEF 


a _ a 
‘BA 


3 EXCELLENT ANALYSIS, FOXBAT. 
TK EXGEL ENT ANAISIS, FOXBAT.) 


WA SO LOSE THE SPECS, HE DON'T YY . 
Rta PARE CRACK HIS PEEPERS, ELSE ae 
HE MIGHT FLASH A PAL. ; 


AN! IT'S LINE-OF- 
BA SIGHT TARGETING, 
% 


THE BE, — 
HAS PHYSICAL Se 
S STRENGTH... 


ESS : = \\\/ RIFLE OR 
MAKES HIM i E SS 2S 2 MINI- MISSILES. Ra 
W VULNERABLE H 4 / 
FROM ANY OTHER 
Mm DIRECTION, 


TUSK, YOUR 
ASSESSMENT. 


CATCH HIM, 
&/ TANGLE HIM TIGH 
BW CAGE THE PRETTY 


Lars BROKEN PSI, WHOSE HIGH-ORDER FOR THE RECENT 
OF HER 


TELEKINETIC ABILITIES MORE THAN 
MAKE UP... 


°e-, 


| IS A VIRTUE, 
= PSYNAPSE. | 


. ; 4 
-Y OVERCONFIDENCE, 
{ QUITE SOMETHING 
ELSE. 


POSSESSING THE 
POWER TO MANIFEST 
AND MANIPULATE ALL 

FORMS OF /CE. 


REMINISCENT OF 
: PSYNAPSE. 
i ' 
"7 = REACTING 
| TO MY 
INTRUDER 
\ PROGRAM £ 


IT 
ay yj; 


THEN COUNTER 
ICE WITH RAW 
HEAT JO FINISH ; 
ee ’) “WE HAVE 
V7 TT SEEN MORE THAN 


i Y) SUFFICIENT FOR 


MANY HAVE ECHOED SLICH 
SENTIMENTS, GAUNTLET. 
Y 


A 


<a 


DO WELL NOT TO 
UNDERESTIMATE 


e 


ma” 


f 
A 


--WHO MUST BE TALIGHT, 7 
ONCE AND FOR ALL, 


Y REALLY IMPRESSIVE, YOu'vE ROBERT-- THIS ISN'T THE ARMY, 
PEOPLE. UTTERLY 4 CYKE, AND WE'RE NOT 
OUTSTANDING. POINT. RAW RECRUITS! 


WE KNOW WHAT 
To po! SLOPPY AND 
SMART-ALECK WE 

MAY SEEM -- IN 

TRAINING 


--BUT WHEN THE CHIPS 
ARE DOWN, WE COME THROUGH | 
WE ALWAYS HAVE !| 


WHICH MEANS, | SN . 
W ICEMAN, WE DON’T | OR ee 


HAVE PAID 
THE PRICE. 


HAVE TO TAKE 
THINGS 


YES, WE'RE 
YY. 


SN BUT IF WE'D 
\N BEEN BETTER,,, 


ONLY !T 
WERE THAT 
EASY. 


PSE 
TWISTED ME INSIDE- 
OuT AND MUTATED 
THE WIN@S ON MY 
BACK (NTO ORGANIC 
STEEL TO REPLACE 
MY ORIGINAL 

ONES. 


fw 


A 
aw 
TAT Wat 
IN as 
NX § 
‘ Ny 


OF WHAT HE 
MADE ME, 
WHAT I DID... 


vee THEY'LL 
ALWAYS BE 


WHOA!?! 


THIS 1S MANHATTAN, 
NEW YORK CITY, NOT 
THE WILDLANDS OF 
NEW MEXICO YOU 
CALLED HOME. 


AIRSPACE 


l\ 


THE WINGS REACTED ON 
THEIR BAL HEY SAvEe 
ME ! 


THEY LIKE 

ME ALIVE, () 
THEY NEED 
ME ! 


PROSPECT HEIGHTS, OFF FLATBUSH AVENUE, RN 
IN THE HEART OF BROOKLYN... YAY 


Pe ee. 
GJ s STRANGE 2 


AFTER ALL THATS 
HAPPENED, I WONDERED 
\F YOU EVEN WANTED TO 

SEE ME AGAIN. 


THATS MY 


HE LOST THE I LOST MY HUSBAND, 
USE OF HIS HIS FATHER. 


‘SCUSE ME, SPORT, 
YOU THINK IT'S ANY 
DIFFERENT FOR LS 
DOWN ON THE 
GROUND 7 


FINDS YOU WHETHER 
YOU'RE A SUPER HERO 


WE'VE ALL 
BEEN HURT, 
WARREN - 


QUESTION 1S, 

DO WE CRAWL INTO 
THE CORNER 

‘CAUSE O' THAT? 


TIMMY, WALKING 
HOME FROM 
SCHOOL. 


I KEEP THINKING BACK TO THE 
OLD DAYS, WHEN WE FOUGHT 
“TERRORS” LIKE UNUS THE 

UNTOUCHABLE ANO GROTESK 
ANP THE VANISHER. 


FOR THE X-MEN, 
WANT ANY MORE NOT FORUS. 
TOMBSTONES, 
JEAN, ANY MORE 


YOU WERE 
HARD ON THEM, 
SCOTT. 


BUT WE'LL MAKE 
THEM REGARDLESS, 
WE’RE ONLY 


Now--IT'S 
i] APOCALYPSE. 
i GENOSHA, MASTER 
MOLD. REAVERS 
AND MARAUPERS. 
THE LIST SEEMS 


THE STAKES 
KEEP GOING UP, 

JEAN, AND WITH THEM, 
THE COST OF LOSING, 
AND SOMETIMES, OF 
WINNING. 


AFFORD A 
MISTAKE . 


OUR EXISTENCE -- 
in ANP, NOT SO LONG Nf AS X-MEN AND X-FAC- 
f AFTERWARDS, ALMOST TOR -- HAS NEVER 

LOSING OUR LIVES K BEEN THAT E0sy. 


> y E\ AGAINST THE FIRST 
MOSTLY, THEY ‘ GENERATION OF BUT NOW, AS THEN 
THINK ML/TANT OS SENTINELS. PROFESSOR XAVIER'S 


MEANS BLKG-EYED DREAM |S WORTH THE 
PRICE - 


= 
THEY FEAR, 
SO _THEY HATE. 
AND NO MATTER 


iW 
Mi 


MAKING THIS : 
WORLD A PLACE WHERE ~~ 
ALL !TS CHILDREN ARE 
ACCEPTED AS ONE. 


TRUST ME, MISTER, 
BELIEVE ME, THE FIGHT 
WE WAGE, THE GOOP 

WE Yo... 


= 


ve BEGAN WITH 
US BATTLING 
MAGNETO... 


veelT MAKES A 
DIFFERENCE! 


< KONICHI- WA, = HEY, GIMME A EVERYONE SHOULD 
O BEAUTEOUS WHASSAMATTA BREAK, OPAL! LEARN A FOREIGN 
RAPTURE OF FO YOU, WHITE Boy, LANGUAGE, BOBBY. 
MY MOST TALKIN’ LIKE YOuUSE \ 
LINWORTHY JUST GOT 
HEART.) 


ASK, DID YOU START TALK- ———S— = 
ING BROOKLYN 2! u 


sl 
ACTUALLY, THAT SEEMS 
TO HAPPEN TO US X-FOLKS 
= ALL THE TIME. 


BY ALIENS... 


+ AND SHE GETS 

KIDNAPED TO THE 

FAR SIDE OF THE 
COSMOS ! 


I’M FROM 
LONG ISLAND, 
SWEETHEART, 


H 


Wi) SCARED, OPAL. I'D 


BE THERE TO 


RESCUE YOU.ANY- f 
aA TIME. ANYWHERE. 


FUR MAY BE CUTE, AND WT 72 RANKING OF FICE, T 
Wace Be adie Rl . CowTeAL COMMAND RALLSE 
in ON THE A ROYAL PAIN | ; cilia 
NECESSITY FOR 
PROVIDING A MORE vee PRELIMINARY 
EFFICIENT MEANS RESULTS OF SHIPS 
OF DRYING MYSELF Sil} q INTERNAL DIAGNOS- 


AFTER MY DAILY |) EEN TICS REVEAL NO 
 ABLUTIONS. g 


WtON THE POSSIBLE 
USE OF SO-CALLED 
ENHANCED POWER BEINAS 

AS STRATEGIC OR 
TACTICAL ASSETS IN THE 
CURRENT CRISIS. 


4S WITH NUCLEAR, 
CHEMICAL AND BIOLOG- 
ICAL WEAPONRY, THIS IS 
AN AREA WHICH ALL CON- 
CERNED APPEAR EXTREME- 
LY RELUCTANT TO GET 
INTO, A PANDORA'S 
BOX NOBODY--/INCLUD- 
ING, 'T 1S HOPED, THE 


dy 


i 


SS 
)) 


ay 


REPORTING FROM 

THE GULF FOR WARC- 

TV NEWS, THIS IS 
TRISH TILBY. 


NEY. J a SS 
b. . 
. S 
IMAGINE WHAT = Kifenee 
SOMEBODY WITH THE : — 
POWER OF THOR, OR se 
HAVOK, OR STORM \ 
COULD 00 TO THOSE z 

OIL FIELDS. 


IF FOLKS ARE NERVOUS W),.THINK How VI KNOW ITS YouR V mt my S000 
ABOUT SUPER -BEINGS-- THEY'LL FEEL JOB, NEWSHOUND, US BOTH A 
ESPECIALLY MUTANTS -- THEN? BUT THATS A WAR “/ FAVOR, 


BEING FOUGHT OUT i WILLYA... 


CERTAINLY NO 
EMPIRIC RATIONALE. 
SYSTEMS STILL CHECK 

CLEAN. 


CLOAK FULLY OPERATIVE, 
VEHICLE MASKED FROM AL! 
FORMS OF PERCEPTION. 


IN THE 


ee 
GROOVE, HARD- esta 


YOU ARE 


D EQUENCE 
DRIVE, DOWN THE INITIATED AND = (MPACT TRULY SUCH A 
ED. 


LOCK 
<< i 


TUBE... ; IMMINENT ! 


1 \ 
SS 


WHAT OTHER ENTITY WOULD HOLD FAST, 
CHEER THE SUCCESSFUL EXECU- COMPEERS, ITIS 
TION OF A CRASH LANDING? 6 SHOWTIME! 


“CIRCUIT ITS A 
YOUR LINKAGES, NEW FIBER- 
AND SHIP! HARDWIRE OPTIC 
SHIP HAS NO NETWORK SYSTEM 
EXPLANATION -- WE'VE BEEN 
WHAT THE i INSTALLING... 


DEVIL?! 
7 bS AN INDEPENDENT 
BACK UP TO SHIP'S 
MAIN GRIP. 


ITS SOME KIND § ACCESS YOuR RECALL BOBBY AND 
MEMORY, SHIP, WARREN. AND ALERT 
jo 
TION, SHE'S IN THE 
NURSERY WITH 
CHRISTOPHER . 


SALUTATIONS, 
CITIZENS. 


a X-FACTOR, BUT 
TO BURY \T! 


APPRECIATE \ Ga go ne ASS ‘OH, © MULTIPLE, \/, 
\ ‘ ls SS JOY. MICRO-EXPLO 


SIVE a) 
Y 


SPRAYS THEM YY 


AT THAT MOMENT, 
ELSEWHERE IN 
ym THE VAST 
Uf, STARCRAFT... 


KL 


4 I’M 
PSYNAPSE, 
SWEETIE... IMPLIES... 


MY a f M, 
PROVINCE IS I HEAR, INNA 
THE MINBL ; POOR 


EAGUE 
RSI, AM I RIGHT? 


OLD DAYS, YOU TELEPATHY, TK, 
THE WHOLE 
NUMBER. ARSENAL. 


( BOSS SAID YOU GOT BROKE, THOUGH, 
‘ ¥ NO MORE MINP READIN’! TOO BA 
a4 
— 


WERE ONE HOT 


r 
NA 
< 


2 MUST 
REALLY HURT, Y'UNNERSTAN’ WHAT IM 


SAYIN, NOT BEIN' ABLE TO PLILL STLINTS 
LIKE THIS. 


i] I) way i 
‘W IF df 
\ VF iO a 4 
4” (yd g 
Lax. WS ae 
i NV) \) s 
WH ay 
wes \\ [a 
a My ky) 
a > = 
— ge 
—— —2 


Sa al a aT MV hs 


FIND A WAY DON'T PANIC , 
THERE MUST BE A way 
DON'T GIVE UP 


YOU'RE A REAL BABY NOW, 
RED, IN FORM AS WELL AS 
NICKNAME - 


Y TOO YOUNG TO >= 
f MANIFEST ANY 
&h POWERS. 4 


q 


A CHILD AGAIN, 


ioe 
ANP THEN, 
ANNIES DYING, 
ALL BROKEN 
ANP BLOODY. 


ES 
(mn. ot NS f ly i 
ON) ae | SW 


r Sag 

: ET ee < 
'S INSIDE ALL HER FRIENDS’ IB 

1 AS THE HEADS... ENPS” Ti, 

LIFELIGHT : 

FADES... 


LINKED! 
i 5 


THERE I GO 
AGAIN, REFERRING 
TO us AS "X-MEN.” 
I WONCER IF ANY 

OF THE OTHERS 
VO THAT? 


4 
BS FELLA'S FOR 
SMALLER VERSIONS 
OF HIMSELF... 


FORGOT 
Si ABOUT ME, 
NG You? y 


TJ DOORWA 
E HONEY-BLINNY, SHOW ME 
ALL YOUR SECRETS. ff 


oo ASUE 5 
ME, KNOW SO TELL 
WHAT I ME, WHATS 
MEAN? ALL THIS 


I HEARD JEAN BEFORE, CYKE-- )@ r ENTIRELY 
OVER A MINPLINK J | WHERE'D THEY COME FROM 7? GERMANE AND 


\' 


WHAT'S WITH THIS ATTACK 222 PERTINENT 


PS SOON 
AS WE'VE FINIGHED 
THE LAST OF THE 
S 


A CUTE, CUDDLY CRITTER W 
MA LIKE YOu, HANKSTER? 
MI a | 
--HE : 
Cia ; 
SOUP AND " 
DROPPED? : 


Fr Lif \F é SS : 
a. : 
7 SORRY FOR | 
» TELEKINETICALLY | 
ox 
SO COMPLETELY DOWN, | o> 
P | 


NO v, 22 
COMPLAINTS. DID YOU KNOW 
HIS SAME ANG 

HE — 
HEARS UF 


CHECK THIS 
UT! 

H \\ eM I I” SZ 
I | | iW il y 


el i\ iu 


i! 
! ! : 


~*~ 


YASS x ae } 
PATTERN MYSELF SK 


AFTER DA VINC!, 
THANK YOU VERY 


WHAT'S YOUR 
SITUATION 7! 3 wo 
. : =) f /NFILTRATION 
y ff INITIATEP, LORD 
APOCALYPSE. 


OF PRIMARY 
CYBERNETIC 
CORE. 


ALL TARGET'S STANDARD 
DEFENSIVE SYSTEMRY REN - 
DERED INOPERAT/VE, AND 
HGBHER ORDER COGNITIVE 

FUNCTIONS INHIBITED. 


BARRING THE 
INTRODUCTION OF 
UNFORESEEN + THE TRAITOR 
SHIPS PROGNOS/S 


/ 
TERMINAL ! 


TT 


NEXT = X-FACTOR WAGES A LAST 

DITCH, VALIANT BATTLE TO SAVE 

THE LIFE OF THEIR ERIEND-- 
EFFORT ! 


HEROIC 
BUT FIRST, WE BREAK INTO THE 
COMPUTER FILES OF THE MASTER 
VILLAIN HIMSELF / TURN THE 
PAGE AND READ THE APOCALYPSE 
MAM/FESTO ! 
TT 


ye 
Pe ma a vain = 


J—h— — 
ae — Ht — Ta 


————— _ 
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The Apocalypse Manifesto 


Fabian Nicieza—Writer 


Whilce Portacio— Illustrator 


Log Entry 13325.5 


Warren Worthington Ill @ ARCHANGEL 


The birth spawn of my soul, if not my lIains. It is | who have 
transformed this formerly narcissistic child-man into a tortured, 
confused, fierce warrior of fire and blood. ! crafted his terrifying 
razor-sharp wings, | molded his spirit, | am responsible. 

He is a thing of beauty, | must admit—and | admire him still, 
though he deigned me unfit to possess him. Then again, who could 
possess this angel of death? 

Certainly not his friends. They fear him. They try to pretend he is 
the Warren they grew up with, played with, fought with, but inside, 
they know he is not. 

Archangel is a mirror to the pain and tragedy of all mutants. The 
ferocity buried deep inside which cries to lash out. He is a complex 
combination of many conflicting desires—each in combat with the 
other. A veritable cornucopia of tectonic activity. 

His body says slay. his soul says save. His heritage says help and 
his heart says destroy. 

He represents the inherent mutant state of confusion, and he 
lashes out in anger at his oppressors, only feeling the pangs of guilt 
after the harm has been done. 

How incredibly delicious! 

It is a state from which he may never recover, for the yin and yang. 
the dark and light, are as integral a part of his make-up as his very 
name itself. 

Archangel. Have mercy on his tortured soul. | laugh in delight at the 
turmoil |have wrought... 


The Apocalypse Manifesto 


Log Entry 13325.6 


Scott Summers @ CYCLOPS 


He is the end of the beginning and the beginning of the end—some- 
thing of which he has no awareness. Summers is the father-spawn 
of the Twelve, the archetype beings who will one day save or damn 
mutantkind. He is the spark that fans the flames of the ones who 
exist. and the ones yet-to-be-born. 

| must be ever vigilant of Scott Summers for he is the most 
dangerous kind of adversary—the one not even slightly aware of 
the importance he plays in the scheme of things. 

Summers, in keeping with his namesake, sees the world through 
“one-eye.” a self-deluding vision of what is right and wrong. It is a 
simplistic, naive outlook. born both of his tutelage under Charles 
Xavier and his own desire for life to be neatly ordered and structured. 

Yet. for all of his many faults, Summers is still the consummate 
leader, able to weigh with equal disposition, complicated battle 
strategies and moral value judgments. Ironic then, that his com- 
rades always look to him for quidance and stability in all situations 
while he himself is the one least confident in his own abilities. 

That insecurity is the key element to my eventual conquest of 
this mutant faction. It is the snag of cloth which | will eventually use 
to tear the tightly woven tapestry apart. My fingers are poised... 
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The Apocalypse Manifesto 


Log Entry 13325.7 


JeanGrey @© MARVEL GIRL 


Mother and lover, sister and friend. How difficult must it be for 
Jean Grey to fulfill all of the roles expected of her? In her own mind 
in her own heart, she does nat know who she is or how she should 
act. Torn between the responsibilities and pressures placed on her 
by the insecurities of the others, Jean has decided to be everything 
and nothing to them all! 

Marvel! “Girl” indeed! That a full-fledged woman in body and mind 
would continue to allow everyone to call her a girl is psychological 
testament enough to the divided loyalties which rend her soul. 

She has been the weakest one, the strongest one, the sanest one. 
the craziest one. She has been the nurturer and the dependent. 
They want all of this from her and more. 

Fascinating then, to see the evolution of both her personality 
(—ies?) and her mutagenic powers. Could she be the Phoenix-force 
again? Could she come to terms with her internal struggles and let 
free the terrible energies contained within her? 

Would helping them come to the fore be a wise strategy or are my 
plans better served by keeping her meekly sublimated to a complex 
latticework of personel conflict? 

A psychological game of chess it will be then. | shall play the part of 
the black king. she the white queen. A battlefield of a different sort. 
Let the pieces fall where they may... 


X-Changes, 

Whoo-hoo!!! Whilce Portacio penciling 
X-FACTOR!!! That's enough to make me 
write to y'all!!! Ever since the Punisher, I've 
been waiting for him to do something}!!! Any- 
thing!!! (Sorry. . .exclamation point fixation!) 
With all due respect to any and all previous 
X-FACTOR artists, this guy is what this book 
needed!!! (sorry) As of now, ali three mutant 
titles have the creme de la creme of artists 
today! Lee, Liefeld, Portacio. . .Whoo-hoo!!! 
Keep Whilce forever or I'll go over there and 
bite your toenails off personally!!! 

Until the Iceman gets a suntan, MAKE 
MINE MARVEL!!! 


Alfador 
(Address withheld by request) 


Gee,—uh—thanks, Alfador . .. we in- 
tend to keep Whilce for as long as he 
wants us, So our toenails should be safe! 
Whoa. 


Dear X-FACTOR writers: 

Oh how | have fonged for X-FACTOR to 
return to its former glory. Well, | will wait no 
more. Let me tell you people that you did the 
right thing just in time. What | mean by that 
is, that after Walt left the book you brought 
on artists that just were not right for 
X-FACTOR. My reason for that statement is 
that though these artists may be better 
suited for another comic, X-FACTOR just 
was not it. Now after | have endured Paul 
Smith's and Jon Bogdanove's rendition of 
one of Marvel's best mutant teams, | will 
finally look at the pictures, and not just read 
the words. While | sit and type this letter at 
my word processor, | just smile looking at 
page three of X-FACTOR #63 when | see 
the name Whilce Portacio because now | 
know we are going to get the ride of our lives. 
He is a great artist and at last there is some- 
one who will bring the book back to the great 
looking X-FACTOR I love. You see I stopped 
reading X-FACTOR when Wait left, because 
| hated the art and | hated the space story 
that followed his departure. For some 
reason in mutant books | hate space stories, 
and this on top of bad art | just could not take, 
but because of my love for the book | came 
back a little before X-Tinction Agenda, thank 
God. 

Now | must tell you what! hate. Please get 
rid of Ship; | thought he was stupid when he 
came to X-FACTOR, and | still think that. 
Storm was right in X-Tinction Agenda, blow 
him up or something; | hate him. Another 
thing that | hate is that Jean won't confront 
the discovery of her daughter Rachel 
Summers. Come on, guys. Now that Jean 
knows, why don't we get some results? Also, 
if Rachel of another timeline is Phoenix. 
doesn't that mean that all Jeans can become 
Phoenix if they have to? Sometimes | get so 
confused. 

| hope that Louise will help me get over 
some of my hates in the book: it will be as 


*- MARVBL COMICS GROUP - 387 Park Avenue South - New York, New York - 10016 
Atlantion correspondents Ifyou don't want your full addreas printed. piease be sure to tatl iA aot 


BOB HARRAS: editor — SUZANNE GAFFNEY: assistant editor 


good as the X-MEN is if she starts getting rid 


of some of the things she's created. 
Thanks for listening. 
Wayne Epps 
Detroit, Ml 48238 


Hey, Wayne, we always listen. Sorry 
you hate Ship so much, but don't despair. 
We think you'll find the next few issues 


very. . .satistying. 


Dear Suzanne and Bob, 

Let's see, I've been collecting X-FACTOR 
since its debut, and that's been a little over 
four years now. I've seen many artists come 
and go on the book, until now | can honestly 
say that | had no favorites. But then | picked 
up a copy of issue #63... 

Holy Late-for-Christmas! | heard Whilce 
Portacio was going to take over the art 
chores, | had seen his earlier work in 
PUNISHER (who didn't), and | eagerly 
awaited to see his rendition of our favorite 
mutants. Now that I've read his first issue, 
“impressed” doesn't quite fulfill my opinion of 
his work; it's more like “astounded at his 
genius!” | sincerely mean that, I'm usually 
hot one who goes around saying “Ooh, tlove 
Jim-Todd McFarlin's penciling! it's way cool!” 
| honestly enjoy looking at this comic now 
and ! reaily respect this guy's talent. One 
thing that just blew me away was his Ice- 
man, who, for the first time, actually looked 
like he was shooting snow and ice out of his 
hands and not some bizarre jello mold. His 
Jean Grey was a: ly realistic, t 
lookat the upper-right panel on page 16 and 
think “that's the way she should look!” |hope 
that he stays on the book for a tong, long 
time and, while I'm still wishing, that he 
continue inking his own work on a monthly 
basis. 

Finally, | heard a rumor that Louise Simon- 
son was leaving the title. If this is indeed true 
t would just like to say that she is consistently 
good at telling her stories and her presence 
will be sorely missed. Hopefully her replace- 
ment will be as great as she is in telling 
enjoyable, intelligent tales about X-Factor 
and the wonderful supporting cast in the 
comic book, a majority of which she created. 
Jeez, as of this writing, she's still on the book 
and | miss her already! 

Anyway, | just hope you guys aren't stick- 
ing Fabian Nicieza on this book, nothing per- 
sonal, but | have this gut feeling that you will, 
considering that he scripts every other book 
that Marvel prints! Was this some sort of 
contractual agreement? My recommenda- 
tions: Peter David, J.M. DeMatteis. Jim Star- 
lin, and maybe Whilce himsell. 

Justin Bill 

377 Akers West 

Michigan State University 
East Lansing, Ml 48825 


Ohhh, Justin! You've hurt Fabian’s 
feelings! And he's doing such a great job 
scripting NEW MUTANTS, too (not to 
mention editing Marvel's BARBIE line!) 
As for X-FACTOR, Whilce and Jim Lee are 
plotting and Chris is scripting — but writ- 
er Peter David will be signing aboard 
sometime this fall. 


Dear X-Changes, 

What can | say about X-FACTOR #63? 
How about wow, awesome, exceptional, ex- 
traordinary, need | go on? The artwork— 
look at the above lines and you will know 
what | think of the artwork. 

| will say that | was disappointed with X- 
FACTOR's three issues of the X-Tinction 
Agenda; you should have had Whilce Por- 
tacio working on them. But what a way to go 
out of 1990 and start 1991 with issue #63. | 
await issue #64 with the same anticipation | 
await the X-MEN every month. 

{f this is the future for X-FACTOR they 
might even challenge the X-MEN for my top 
spot. 

Keith K. Mulligan 
39 Burtt St. 
Lowell, MA 01851 


Dear X-FACTOR, 

Tell us straight out—are Scott and Jean 
getting married? | hope so; we've been wait- 
ing long enough. 

latso liked issue #63. 

Until Iceman gets frostbite, Make Mine 
Marvel! 

Doug Youngblood 
3548 W. 129 Terr. 
Leawood, KS 


Okay—straight out: There were plans 
for Scott and Jean to marry—but events 
in all the X-books (keep watching for in- 
formation on those changes soon) have 
forced a postponement of any wedding 
plans. 
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